5G stole the limelight at IMC 2018 Day 1, with Live Demonstrations
-

Attended by more than 15,000 people on Day-1

New Delhi, October 25, 2018: India Mobile Congress 2018 (IMC 2018), South Asia’s
biggest Mobile, Internet and Technology event, kicked-off today amidst much fan-fare at
Aerocity, New Delhi. Chief Guest, Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Communications and Minister of State for Railways, inaugurated the event,
which is jointly organised by the Department of Telecommunications and COAI. The event
witnessed the presence of more than 15,000 people including international exhibitors,
media, global speakers and other notable delegates, including several established and
budding entrepreneurs.
While addressing the gathering, Hon’ble Minister Shri Manoj Sinha, stated that the
Government would leave no stone unturned in extending its support to India’s ICT and TMT
sectors. Apart from showcasing India’s rich technology heritage and the road ahead, the
three day event highlighted India’s massive ICT innovation potential and brought to light,
several game-changing technologies that will shape India’s digital future in the coming times.
The event, themed “New Digital Horizons: Connect, Create, Innovate”, witnessed exemplary
participation and support from global information and communications technology
companies. The platform saw an impressive international presence with over 300 exhibitors,
2000 CXOs and 190 global speakers.
Key Highlights of the Day-1
On Day 1, a number of exhibitors including Reliance Jio Infocomm, Intel, Nokia and
Qualcomm participated in 5G trials. This was the first time people could get a glimpse of
what is to be expected from 5G in the years to come and how it can affect the scope and
development of futuristic technologies. A number of discussions were pivoted around how
such technologies will shape India’s digital future. The sessions showcased India’s 5G
potential and the numerous unique use cases 5G will have in India. There were live 5G
demonstrations by companies such as Nokia, Ericsson, Qualcomm, Reliance Jio infocomm
and the like.
The introductory panel discussion, around the theme - The India Story (Stack 3.0) - Connect,
Create, Innovate, was the pick of the conference sessions. The second-half of the day saw a
number of interesting and vital discussions on The Evolving Regulatory Landscape in the
New Digital Ecosystem-Regulatory Brief, Enabling Futuristic Networks - Reducing
complexity to Redefine connectivity, Digital Identity - A revolution or a threat, Connecting the
Unconnected - Building Next-Gen ICT Infrastructure for the Masses, Gadgets of Tomorrow Connected Intelligence, graced by speakers such as Mr. Ajit Pai, Chairman, U.S. Federal
Communications Commission, Mr. David Hammarwall, Head of Product Line 5G RAN,
Product Area Networks, Ericsson, Mr. Vinayak Godse, Senior Director, Data Security
Council of India, Mr. Bimal Dayal, CEO, Indus Towers and Mr. Jonathan Wood, Senior
Director, Intel Next Generation and Standards, Intel.
IMC 2018 also hosted the ASEAN & BIMSTEC Conclave which was addressed by
delegates including Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Communications and Minister of State for Railways and 16 other Ministers from ASEAN &
BIMSTEC Countries, H.E. Mr. Pichet Durongkaveroj, Hon’ble Minister of Digital Economy
and Society, Govt. of Thailand, H.E. Khennavong Bounsaleumsay, Vice Minister, Ministry of
Posts and Telecommunications (MPT), Lao PDR, H.E. Thant Sin Maung, Hon'ble, Union
Minister of Transport and Communications, Govt. of Myanmar, H.E. Chea Manit, Under

Secretary of State, Ministry of Posts & Telecommunications (MPTC), H.E. Tram Iv Tek,
Minister of Posts and Telecommunication, H.E. M Shahidul Islam, Secretary General,
BIMSTEC. A number of topics curated for consumer interest garnered excitement and
enthusiastic participation from the delegates. One such session involved a discussion on
“Smart Cities: Automating the way we live”.
Key highlights of the day:
Samsung
At India Mobile Congress, Samsung announced its plan for India’s first large-scale 5G trial,
scheduled to take place in the first quarter of 2019 in collaboration with the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). In his keynote speech at the event, Youngky Kim, President and
Head of Networks Business at Samsung Electronics, said, “Samsung will pave the way for
5G to unlock the full potential of India together with industry leaders.” “We are witnessing a
rise in adoption of new technologies, inspired by ‘Digital India’ and spurred by the transition
to 4G,” he said.
MediaTek
MediaTek today announced the launch of the Helio P70 system-on-chip (SoC), with an
enhanced AI engine combined with CPU and GPU upgrades for more powerful AI
processing. Helio P70 also comes with upgraded imaging and camera support, a gaming
performance boost and advanced connectivity features. The Helio P70 packs all these
upgrades into an ultra power-efficient chipset to meet the most demanding user needs. The
introduction of the Helio P70 follows the global launch of the Helio P60 earlier this year, and
builds on its hallmark features to power the “New Premium” market of full-featured
smartphones at affordable price points.
Nokia
Nokia’s state-of-the-art manufacturing unit in Chennai has started manufacturing 5G New
Radio (NR) based on the 3GPP 5G New Radio Release 15 standard. It is the factory to start
manufacturing 5G radio equipment in India. The Chennai plant is one of the largest telecom
equipment manufacturing plant in the country, recently reaching the 4 million units annual
production milestone of 2G, 3G and 4G units. It serves both domestic as well as global
customers, shipping to over 100 countries. As part of an on-going program, known as the
‘Conscious** factory’, the Nokia Chennai plant recently implemented the first 'real-world'
Smart Manufacturing application of Industry 4.0 in India leveraging solutions such as
Augmented and Virtual Reality (AR/VR), connected Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, Big Data
Analytics, and Internet of Things to enhance operations and increase productivity. The plant
is equipped with cutting-edge manufacturing technologies, such as the state-of-the-art
surface mounting technology, with a capacity of 12.8 billion components every year, 3D
automated optical inspection and X-Ray inspection capability.
Huawei
Huawei Reiterates Commitment to Bringing 5G to India with Full Range End-to-End
Technology Showcase at IMC 2018 - Conducting industry’s first 5G use case demos in
partnership with Airtel, Huawei paves ROADS to a fully connected and intelligent world.
Mr. Randeep Sekhon, Chief Technology Officer, Bharti Airtel said, “Ubiquitous high speed
networks will open doors to a digital world that will be full of exciting digital innovations.
Having conducted India’s first in-lab 5G test with Huawei, we are delighted to extend our
partnership to demonstrate cutting edge AR and VR based use cases for 5G.”
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